
City of Dennison

Special Council Meeting

September 16th, 2021

The special meeting of the Dennison City Council was called to order by Acting 
Mayor Anne Anders on Thursday September 16th at 7:00 pm.  Acting Mayor Anne 
Anders, Councilors Nichole Schloesser, , and Diane Ruddle, and Clerk Jessica Page 
were present.  Mayor Jeff Flaten and Councilor Heidi Cooke were unable to 
attend.  

Action was limited to the items posted for the meeting.

1) Snow plowing bids.  There were three submitted.  Gerlach, Remme, 
and Deutsch.  There was a question for clarification on the process for the 
bids by one of the bidders.  The ad published by the City of Dennison 
requested that the bids be submitted by the hour for the various types of 
equipment requested.  There were bids that were submitted requesting a 
lump sum payment for all services for each month. It was noted by a bidder 
that no where does it say the bids can be submitted in a lump sum.  After 
reviewing the ad that was published and posted, two of the bids were 
removed from contention due to not following the requirements listed in 
the bid request. 

There was also a question on if there were only three Council members in 
attendance, if the vote would be legitimate.  Counicl agreed to proceed 
with the vote with the disclaimer that the Council would double check with 
the league of Minnesota Cities to ensure that it was legal, and if not, correct
the matter at the October meeting.  Acting Mayor Ann Anders move to 
accept the Deutsch Excavating bid, Councilor Ruddle Diane second. Motion 
passed 2:1.  Councilors Ruddle and Anders approved.  Councilor Schloesser 
opposed.

2) Budget and preliminary levy.  2020 levy was $93,500, 2021 was $98,000.

Council members were given a preliminary budget prepared by the clerk 
based upon 2021 spending so far, and estimates of Police and Fire 
Contracts based on discussions that have occurred already.  Council 



members reviewed it line by line.  Councilor Anders move to raise the 
clerk salary to $19566 annually.  Councilor Ruddle second.  Motion 
passed 3:0.

Council would like to look at fee structure for zoning in October to see if 
there are areas that should be adjusted to better reflect the cost of the 
services.

After reviewing the budget and changes proposed, and keeping in mind 
that the amount cannot be set higher, but can be set lower when the 
final levy is approved, Councilor Anders move to set the preliminary 
budget at $112,700.  Councilor Ruddle second.  Motion passed 3:0

3) Resolution for borrowing money.  Council reviewed the email from Mike 
Bubany, MRWA, regarding the Midi Loan that the City could potentially 
take out from MRWA.  There were some issues raised with money that 
has already been paid to the contractor.  Council members wanted to 
make the best decisins they could as there will be additional expenses to
cover with the sewer system in the coming years due to MPCA concerns 
about infiltration issues, and additionally, the lining under the sewer 
ponds due to age.  Council would like to talk with a financial advisor who
could give the City a wide overview of possible options that would best 
serve the City.  Will Contac the LMC to see if they have a financial 
advisor they would recommend.

4) Councilor Schloesser move to pay the bills.  Councilor Ruddle second. 
Motion passed 3:0.

Councilor Schloesser move to close the special meeting.  Councilor 
Ruddle second.  Meeting adjourned 8:27.  


