
City of Dennison

Regular Council Meeting

October 7th, 2021

The October Dennison City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten on 
Thursday, October 7, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  Present were Councilors Heidi Cooke, Ann 
Anders, and Diane Ruddle, and Clerk Jessica Page.  Councilors Nichole Schloesser arrived
at approximately 7:15.

Councilor Ruddle moved to accept the minutes for the September regular and special 
meetings.  Councilor Anders second. Motion passed 4:0. Councilor Anders moved to 
approve the treasurer’s report, Mayor Flaten second.  Motion passed 4:0.  

Building Permits:  

Administrative Issues:

1. Funding gap for the sewer projects.  Council had requested the assistance of a 
financial advisor to help with the funding of the current projects.  Ehlers was 
recommended by the LMC and Todd Hagen was able to attend the meeting 
tonight.  Todd explained what they do an municipal advisors. They  don’t do 
bonds, but they are the vehicle that gets to the loan.  Reviewed what they are 
doing with a local small city that has some similarities to what the City of Den-
nison has going on.  He noted that the City can do a general levy on sewer is-
sues.  (property taxes)  Which is different than water.  Fee  structure  goes by 
the amount of the bond.  It would probably cost the City about $5500 to 
$6000.  First step would be to approve Ehlers as our municipal advisor.  No con-
tracts. 

Councilor Ruddle move to have Ehlers be our municipal advisor.  Councilor An-
ders second.  Motion passed 5:0.  Will need to schedule a special meeting for 
October 21 at 6?  

2. Terry Haugen is requesting to move forward on the annexation of his small rail-
road parcel in to the City of Dennison.  Once annexed in, he would like to split 
the parcel into two, and then add the portion of the split parcel to his current 
parcel, and the other split portion would be added to Roger Kelm’s parcel to 
square each of those parcels off.  Annexation of the property is not an issue,  
splitting is not an issue.  The issue is that the original property’s are non-con-



forming.  If the 5 acres were achieved, then the pieces could be absorbed.  
Terry would like to wait on his purchase of the Koester property so that both 
pieces can be annexed in to the City along with the small former railroad prop-
erty and they can be done at the same time.  

3. Terry would like to have his property rezoned to a commercial zoning once the 
land has been annexed and added to his parcel.  This would allow Paint Doc-
tors to purchase his parcel and rent both apartments in the house out.  In addi-
tional, Paint Doctors would like to build a business building on the parcel to 
house their business.  This would require either variances to do so, or addi-
tional land to be added to Terry Haugens original parcel plus annexed  parcel to
total up the 5 acres because there is no city sewer or water on the parcel.  
Paint Doctors can not use the septic system to use for the rinsing out of 
brushes, etc.  There would have to be a separate holding tank for the business. 

What would the parcel be looked at for re-zoning if it was a 5 acre property 
and the shed would be built, and there would be a business there and a rental 
property.  
As for the zoning, if it were compliant, what would the zoning be for it?  Will 
have to ask Burkhartd for his opinion on it.

4. From Carley:

 Force Main Update: Still planning on end of October for liner availability

 Expecting a Proposed Schedule next week with solidified dates to be back on-
site

 Will need pond discharge(s) to occur prior to this work occurring – we need 
BOTH of the ponds at the lowest water level possible or this will only delay the 
work further.

If all goes well, liner will be replaced and ponds restored before any freezing 
would occur. This would complete the work for the forcemain and the site 
cleanup would begin.

1. Phosphorus project update:  Pre-con meeting on Friday Pre-Construction 
Meeting tomorrow (10/8) to go through contract requirements with Pioneer 
Power.

Will have a tentative Contractor’s schedule at this time, longest lead time is



the Pond Mixer. The install of the mixer will be TBD on weather/freezing, 
but they have until May to get the site back in order if we have an early 
winter hit.

 Have Carley call in for meetings, etc.  She doesn’t need to be here.

2. Parcel Split for Strese/Rowan, part two.  The zoning category needs to be 
changed on the parcel that is requested to be split off from a parcel owned by 
Mike Strese to change it from agricultural (A-O)to residential suburban (R-2) so 
that is can be added to Mike Rowan’s current parcel.   Public hearing was held 
earlier today.  

Councilor Anders move to change the zoning to R-2 from Ag.  Councilor Ruddle 
second. Motion passed 5:0. 

3. Polling place resolution (10-2021-01) that establishes that the polling place for 
the City of Dennison will again be at the Dennison City Hall.  Councilor Anders 
move to approve the Polling Place Resolution 10-2021-1 Councilor Ruddle sec-
ond.  Motion passed 5:0.

4. Rob Viera from Verizon is requesting the approval for a one year extension for 
the CUP for the tower.  Councilor Schloesser move to extend the Verizon CUP 
due to construction issues caused by Covid.  The project shall be finished by 
10-1-2022 with no further extensions.  Councilor Cooke second.  5:0. (So if it’s 
not finished by that date, they will need to start the CUP process over.

5. Joe Johnson, Nerstrand Fire Dept.,  submitted a quarterly report to the city 
that was forwarded to Council members.  The Fire Contract for the upcoming 
year has been sent out and the Nerstrand Fire Department is asking $9785 for 
providing Fire services this next year.  Need to approve the Fire Contract.   
Councilor Schloesser move to approve the contract with the Nerstrand Fire De-
partment fee for $9785.  Councilor Ruddle second.  Motion passed 5:0

6. The replacement roof on City Hall was completed on Thursday, September 30th.

7. Sump Pump inspections coming along well.  There are 8 to finish.  One was fin-
ished recently.  Maybe put flyers in the door?



8. Street sweeping:  Charlie Terpstra has submitted a quote for $850.   Councilor 
Anders move to approve Charlie to do the street sweeping.  Councilor 
Schloesser second.   4:0.   (Just not on Friday.)

9. Any sealcoating and paving work in conjunction with Goodhue County?  No

                               
Citizens Issues: 

Kevin has a bunch of tires piled against the fence.    Propane tank can’t be on the 
property line.

Can see the tires from the fence leaning.  State law on tires laying around.  Ask to come 
to next meeting.

Mayors Issues: 

Utilities:

1. Update from Nate:  water meters being read,  samples submitted to discharge. 
Flush hydrants?  Next week or the week after.

2. Koester property waiting to hear back from B and B.

Councilor Ruddle move to pay all the bills.  Councilor Schloesser second.  Motion 
passed 5:0.    

Motion to adjourn the meeting was make by Mayor Flaten.  Second by Councilor 
Anders.  Meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting:  Regular meeting is Thursday November 4th, 2021 at 7:00.  Special 
meeting most likely on the 21st.


