
City of Dennison

Regular Council Meeting

May 6th, 2021

The May Dennison City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten 
on Thursday, May 6th, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  Present were Councilors Ann Anders,  
Nichole Schiell, Heidi Cooke and Diane Ruddle, and Clerk Jessica Page.  

Approval of Minutes:  Councilor Anders move to accept the minutes for the 
regular April meeting and the special meeting on April 19th.  Councilor Cooke 
second. Motion passed 5:0.  Councilor Anders moved to approve the treasurer’s 
report, Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 5:0.  

Building Permits: 

Brian Edwards,  requesting to build a small shed.  Brian was here to explain 
his project and had a couple of questions.  For secondary buildings, how far 
from the property line?  30 feet from parcel lines should be good per the 
Council.  The building itself is under the 200 square feet so doesn’t need 
further approval.  The permit process could be improved as to how to do it

Utility permit  for  underground cable to be buried in the ROW.  Councilor 
Anders move to approve the application for in the ROW.  Councilor Cooke 
second.   Motion passed 5:0

MarLeas, patio slab (plan is to add roof next year) There were no 
measurements for the setbacks.  Clerk tried to reach applicant, Michelle 
Zimmerman, but they were not able to provide the setbacks during the 
meeting, so could not be approved at this time. 

Administrative Issues:

1. Force Main Update: Carley was going to try to have the cost to weld/re-
place the liner at the ponds.  See report from her and estimates on fixing
the liner vs replacing the liner.  2 options  one to patch, one to replace at
$265000.  Councilor Anders move to go with the patch option.  Councilor
Ruddle second.  Motion passed 5:0.

2. Phosphorus project:  Update from Carley.   MPCA has not approved 
plans yet. Council requested that the Mayor ask Carley what has specifi-



cally changed, bring to the compliance team and see if they can get it to 
move.  

Council approved the bid from Milltown Construction for the shed at the
special meeting on April 19th.  Milltown will do the building permit.  
Need to pick put the colors for the shed.  Councilor Anders recom-
mended going with tans so it would blend in more.  The following colors 
were picked by the Council.  1) Light stone 63 2)Taupe 74, and 3) Zinc 
Grey 29.

3. Need to discuss how the city is going to pay the gap in cost of building 
the shed for the phosphorus reduction system. Recommended using 
MRWA and a micro loan previously. Should be able to get the money 
within 60 days after applying. The user’s fees would be collected to pay 
off the loan with an anticipated 7-9 year pay off.     Council had already 
approved them to use MRWA for the loan for the gap, but until we get 
numbers in, Council can’t figure out how much to borrow.

4. Lance Loverink, MRWA was in town April 12th and met with Nate and Jeff.  
He agreed on doing the smoke testing on July 15th, most likely, or the 16th.
Start at 8:30 AM. Need 6 sandbags, half-filled, ½” nylon rope needed. The 
proposed cost will be $500.00. This includes the liquid smoke and the 
machinery to provide testing for the entire city. Councilor Schiell move to 
approve the $500 for the smoke testing.  Councilor Anders second.  Motion
passed 5:0.

5. Tobacco Ordinance.  Need to adopt ordinance (#84) and resolution to 
publish summary of ordinance 5-2021-1  Councilor Schiell move to adopt
Ordinance 84 and resolution 5-2021   Councilor Cooke second.  Motion 
passed  5:0.

6. POS Ordinance for sewer lines. Review the work Diane did on this. Since 
we would be amending the sewer ordinance, should have the proposed 
new section number. Where would it fit in the sewer ordinance? Also, 
Heidi's amendment, where would that fit in our current sewer 
ordinance? In order to put the resolutions for the new amendments into
the right legal framework, Mayor was asking the Council to allow Jim 
Burkhardt to offer his advice/help, if necessary.   Diane used the Ely 
ordinance as a guideline.  Can it go into the articles, or add a section to 
the ordinance?  Ordinance 55 is sewer use, and  56 is sewer service 



charge system. Council felt it should go in 55.  Will amend article 6 to 
add section 18.  Let Diane know if any changes, etc.  Heidi’s section 
pertains to the laterals.  Add that in to another section.  Diane will look 
at it, get info out next week, needs feedback.

7. Dust Control for Goodhue Ave, both south and north ends will be $528 
this year.  Northfield Township is also spraying for Wild parsnip this year. 
Clerk contacted them to get a price on what it would cost to do the City 
of Dennison portion of the north end of Goodhue Ave.   Haven’t received
info.  Councilor Schiell move to spend up to $300 for this.  Councilor 
Ruddle second.  Motion passed 5:0.

8. Nancy Shannon would like to get permission for the use of the City Park 
for the Farmer’s Markets on Wednesday evenings, from June through 
September. Councilor Anders move to let the Farmer’s Market be held in
the City Park on Wednesday evenings.  Councilor Schiell second.  Motion
passed 5:0.

9. We have two requests for annexation in the City. First is from John Levin.
He bought the old house from John Hill across from the locker.  He wants
to split the three lots into two lots to expand his shop towards the south.
Will it be industrial or residential?  Can’t spot zone, so it would have to 
match it’s surroundings and be industrial zoning, but can still be used as 
a house since it’s already there.

Second request is from Terry Haugen to bring in a small strip next to his 
house.  He stopped in today and is not looking to parcel it out to sell.  
Person may be looking at buying whole parcel.     It was noted that 
Haugen has renters in his basement and had made a separate entrance 
for them.  He is zoned  R-2 city suburban.  No City sewer and water 
hookups are available.  Council members felt that it would be 
debateable if it would benefit the city, which is one of the guidelines for 
annexing something new in to the City.  It was noted in Ordinance 69 
that any non-conforming structure or use, shall not be changed to 
anything that is another non-conforming use.  Council was in the general
opinion that it could possibly be annexed in, but the two parcels cannot 
be joined together because they will still be nonconforming.                       

The applications have not been received, but wanted to run these past 
Council to see if there are any issues that would come up.



Citizens Issues:  

Complaint form Ordinances 68 and 30 noncompliance.  Two properties.  
Many residents have approached a council member on health, safety and 
environmental concerns.  Send out letters, tell them about the clean up,  
Respond back by the next meeting or can come to the next council meeting 
to discuss the progress.  Give specific fine information in the letters. Send 
them a copy of the ordinance. 

Mayors Issues: 

Utilities:

1. Update from Nate: 

It is Nate’s 5th year anniversary working for the City.  

Ponds are stable, mostly due to dry weather.  Currently at 36 inches in 
the primary.  There is still a lot of garbage in the bar screen.  Looking at 
the 17th to flush hydrants tentatively.  It was requested that an extra 
flush be done on the North side of town, (by Ann’s house)  as it is near a 
dead end, and may need additional flushing to thoroughly clean out the 
line.  Start by about 11.  Done by 2:30-3  

Otte’s have the alley in the list of things to do.  Council would like an 
itemized bill from Otte’s.  Nate did note that the area that needs work to
realign the City sewer line, is one of the places that was giving them 
issues when they were doing the jetting.

Mayor Flaten move to pay the bills.  Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 5:0.  

Mayor Flaten move to adjourn.  Councilor Cooke second.  Meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting:  Regular meeting is Thursday June 3rd, 2021 at 7:00.  


