
City of Dennison

Regular Council Meeting

March 4th, 2021

The March Dennison City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten
on Thursday, March 4th, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  Present were Councilors Ann Anders,  
Nichole Schiell, Heidi Cooke and Diane Ruddle, and Clerk Jessica Page.  

Approval of Minutes:  Councilor Ruddle move to accept the minutes.  Councilor 
Schiell second. Motion passed 5:0.  Councilor Anders moved to approve the 
treasurer’s report, Councilor Ruddle second.  Motion passed 5:0.  

Building Permits: None

Administrative Issues:

1. Force Main:  Any progress with sample from pond?  Carley thought they 
would be onsite this week.  Carley can follow up to make sure they are 
going to be there tomorrow.  Sample goes to address provided by Carley.
Testing done in a day once they have the sample.  Coordinate with Car-
ley to get water out of ponds as much as possible.  Carley will set that 
up.

2. Phosphorus project: RFQ should be ready to go.  No new updates from 
ISG.  Council needs to review to make sure nothing is overlapping with 
the two groups.  Carley would like to get is submitted by Friday to MPCA.

Mayor inquired about exhaust ductwork, does it have to go through the 
roof or can it go through the side of building.  Carley isn’t sure.  Differ-
ence in cost of side vs top.  Plans would have to be redone and that 
would cost money so would it make sense to change? Consensus was 
that if it would hinder the process, no changes desired.  
Heater:  Carley sent pros and cons of heaters,  they went with electric 
when designing the building.  Does city want to install lp?  Work session 
was leaning towards using the lp.  Should be enough room to be on the 
south side of the building.  City would like to use lp and will be responsi-
ble to put it in.  Driveway is in the flood plain, so there will the need to 
be surveying it.  
Councilor Ruddle move to send out the RFQ for the building with the 



changes to the electrical. Councilor Schiell second.  Motion passed 5:0
Electrical- info needs to be added to the RFQ and that can be added to 
website.  Beacon will have the info that says to go to the website for the 
information to do a quote.
On March 31st, City will need to submit the plan for the construction of 
the shed and phosphorus project, and a timetable for that.  These time-
lines will be enforceable by the MPCA.  Council set March 26th at 6:00 for
a work session to do this and address the I&I issues.

3. March 31st is deadline to submit a report detailing what actions will be 
taken by the City to prevent pond discharges outside of the allowable 
discharge period and exceedances of design flow.  This report should in-
clude a status of efforts being made to eliminate clear water infiltration 
and inflow to the sanitary sewer collection system and an evaluation of 
the I and I contributions from individual service laterals.  If necessary, es-
tablish a plan to inspect individuals service lateral and develop an ordi-
nance requiring property owners to replace or repair damaged or non- 
conforming laterals.  The report should include short-term, mid-term, 
and long term actions as well as major milestones with anticipated com-
pletion dates.”

4. Metronet:  They are working to establish a network of through areas of 
the south.  They acquired Jaguar last summer, and would like to extend 
that network.  Council asked if additional wires and fiber optics would be
run through areas that just had lines run through town?  Council would 
like to see what has been run through Dennison already.  Metronet 
would be different as they would run fiber up to each establishment.  
Would they be using existing utility easements.  Do the residents have a 
choice to run the fiber to the house or not?  Sounds like there are exist-
ing utility easements already in place for each house (like where the cur-
rent utilities run).  There has been a push to increase good internet to all
parts of the state.  Can Council get a map of where cables will be run?  
12% would be underground.  Can we get contact info from another small
city?  Yes.  There were concerns about roads getting ripped up.  Resolu-
tion would refer the city to not have to do a franchise agreement for 
having over 50 subscribers.  Council would like to have the City attorney 
look at it.Mn Statute 238.02 section 3.  Council will review at the next 
meeting.



5. Todd Greseth, Goodhue County Commissioner, Update on Garbage Ordi-
nance.  There is a Garbage hauler suing the County and the City of Red 
Wing.  (P.I.G.)  State is saying that this ordinance is the only way the 
county can get in to the superfund system.  Waiting until the judge 
would give a ruling.  Ruling is due by the end of March.  

6. Nordis Estrem nearest sewer line for 5.5 acre lot.  Are there hookups 
close to the east side of the road where the cornfield and beanfield are? 
Let her know. She knows where the water lines are based on hydrants, 
needs to know where sewer lines would be. 

7. Tobacco Ordinance.  Clerk spoke with the Sheriff today.  They would be 
the law enforcement agency that would do the checks.  They haven’t 
done any in the last few years as there haven’t been any complaints 
about underage selling.  Put proposed ordinance on the website, and 
bulletin board for 10 days. Councilor Ruddle moves to post the 
ordinance for public review and comments for 10 days before the next 
meeting.  Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 5:0. 

8. Approve Schutz CPA as auditor for the year 2020.   Councilor Schiell 
move to approve.   Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 5:0

9. Fireside requesting to have their liquor license fee prorated.  They are 
planning on opening March 18th.  Council had agreed last December that
if there was more covid money they would look at helping out various 
businesses in the City.

Citizens Issues:  
Citizen wondering if anything is going to be done about the semi parked on 
main street all the time.  More of an issue with Marlea’s being open and 
Fireside soon to be.  
There is no ordinance that the semi can’t be parked on main street.  It 
shouldn’t be running for a straight 24 hours.  Does need to be moved for 



snow.  Owner is aware of that.  Has been parking in front of Fireside as they 
have not been open since March of 2020.

Utilities:

1. Update from Nate: Ponds have plenty of storage.  Will start on the 15th 
and need to do at least 2 discharges, possibly 3, to get ponds low 
enough for work.  Well pumps were inspected by McCarthy Well on the 
2nd and are good.  

Close meeting for Nate’s evaluation.  Council members asked for a little 
more time to review.  Council will review on the 25th. And talk with Nate 
in April.  Councilor Ruddle asked Nate for a list of tools/items that would 
need to be fixed/reviewed.

Councilor Schiell move to pay the bills.  Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 
5:0.  

Mayor Flaten move to adjourn.  Councilor Schiell second.  Meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting:  Regular meeting is Thursday April 8th, 2021 at 7:00.  


