
City of Dennison

Regular Council Meeting

June 3rd, 2021

The June Dennison City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten on 
Thursday, June 3rd, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  Present were Councilors Ann Anders, Heidi Cooke 
and Diane Ruddle, and Clerk Jessica Page.  Nichole Schiell was unable to attend.

Approval of Minutes:  Councilor Anders move to accept the minutes for the May 
meeting.  Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed 4:0.  Councilor Anders moved to 
approve the treasurer’s report, Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 4:0.  

Building Permits:  Michelle Zimmerman/Marleas’s patio.    Michelle has indicated that 
the setbacks would be 5 feet from the side line, and 25 feet from the back.  It was asked 
where the property lines were.  Clerk tried to reach Michelle via text, but was unable to 
get a hold of her.  Discussion was also had regarding what is the size of the building vs 
the size of the patio.  The ordinance also states that the patio can’t be more than 30% of 
the usable floor space.  Clerk was able to find the square footage of the building online 
and it was determined it would meet the 30% rule with the first floor’s and basement’s 
usable floor space.  No determination was reached at the meeting as Council was unable
to get the questions answered.  

Administrative Issues:

1. Karen DuCharme from SEMMCHRA has some resolutions that need approval:  
Resolution 6-2021-1 addressing Civil Rights Policy, Res 6-2021-2 Residential An-
ti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan Certification for a drug free 
work place, and Administration contract with SEMMCHRA.    Karen talked 
about the documents and gave some background.   Res 6-2021-1 is a federal 
requirement for the funding.  6-2021-2 is in case something happens if the 
owner needed to leave or is displaced. There would be an investigation if 
something major happened, contractor insurance, etc would cover.  City would 
not be liable for the replacement cost of the house.  SEMMCHRA has to moni-
tor the loans for 10 years to make sure all requirements are being met (like the 
primary resident, not renting or selling)  Cost is $125 per year to the City of 
Dennison.  If no repayments on loans, SEMMCHRA would bill the City on this 
annually.  There was some discussion and Council would like to see some addi-



tional information on these requirements and if this was an appropriate con-
tract for the City to sign.  Council will vote on these next month.  

2. Kelm and Haugen land request. They would like to annex in the small lot 
owned by Terry Haugen, then split it to match each of their lots, then add to 
the current lots.  Roger reviewed the results of the last meeting.  Terry and 
Roger talked and they would like to annex the Haugen property and then split 
the parcel and add to Terry’s and Roger’s parcels to square them up.  Roger is 
asking for an interpretation from Burkhardt on this issue.  Kelm’s acreage is 7 
acres, so it’s already a conforming parcel.  For Terry Haugen -the non-conform-
ing issues are regarding the acreage and being non-conforming, and the multi 
family dwelling.  Council will ask Jim to interpret it and write an opinion to the 
Council.  Roger is willing to talk with Jim.  Forward Roger’s email to Jim.  Need 
to ask Jim what Terry can do with his shed.  Adding 16 feet to his shed in the 
back.  Does he need to update the septic etc to do that?

3. Paul Nygaard possible land split and building of a house.  It was noted that 2nd 
Ave. was not ever accepted by the city to be a road on the property that Mr 
Nygaard owns.  This could have possibly been due to drainage issues in that 
area, and the County didn’t want to have another entrance on 9 from there.   
There should be sewer and water in the middle of the road for them to tap 
into.  The proposed lot would need to meet the R-2 requirements.  Paul would 
like to split it into three parts.  One to make a parcel for his daughter’s house, 
the second would be added to his lot, then the long skinny piece would be split
off and old to the property owner that it runs alongside of.  Public hearing on 
the split, must notify other landowners 10 days prior.  

4. Force Main Update: Carley was going to try to have the cost to weld/replace 
the liner at the ponds.  Nothing yet.  Need to bring in a subcontractor to do the
work.  

5. Phosphorus project:  Update from Carley.   MPCA has approved plans. Not 
known if the bids were put out for the ISG portion.    Several items that need to
be addressed within the approval letter.      Movement on shed construction? 
Big woods Excavating has put in the driveway and brought in fill for that and 
the shed.  They have asked for the final building plans to ensure they are get-
ting the location of pipes correct.  Nate will call Cara on when he needs to have
the C license as the letter from the PCA has contradicting requirements.  



Councilor Anders noted that the website for the grant money shows there is 
only $80,000 left as of May 31st, 2021 on that money that has been assigned to
the City.  This doesn’t include shed, phosphorus system, ISG bills, remainder of 
force main.  It was explained that there is $174,000 remaining of the bonding 
money that hasn’t been requested to be used by the City.  What the website is 
showing is the remainder of the bonding money that has been already encum-
bered for the force main project. The City needs to get a change order for the 
liner replacement so that the PFA can get that money encumbered and dedi-
cated to that system.              
Need to do a resolution to borrow $ from the general fund until the city gets 
the loan to cover that cost.  Having the bank doing a short term line of credit 
until the loan comes in is a possibility as a way to cover the expenses as the 
City does not have a true idea of the amount of money that needs to be bor-
rowed from MRWA.  City needs to talk to the bank to establish a line of credit 
for $150k.  Council appointed Councilor Cooke and the clerk to go to the bank. 
Heidi will tentatively call and set up an appt for Tuesday afternoon.   Councilor 
Ruddle move to go to the bank to set up a line of credit for the phosphorus 
shed for up to $150k.  Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 4:0.                     

6. POS Ordinance for sewer lines. Review the work Diane did on this.  Diane 
thought we could add new articles in to the Ord 55.  She formatted them to 
match Ordinance 55.  Jeff will put newly formatted stuff on the website.  
Hopefully can have the resolution ready to be approved at the next meeting.  

7. Northfield Township is spraying for Wild Parsnip this year.  Clerk contacted 
them to get a price on what it would cost to do the City of Dennison portion of 
the north end of Goodhue Ave.   Clerk spoke with Ron Sommers Northfield 
Township Supervisor.  They are going to be doing spot spraying for the wild 
parsnip.  Northfield Township has an employee do the spraying.  They are not 
licensed to be hired to complete spraying.

8. Fix the downspout on the NW corner of City Hall. Someone vandalized it, 
causing the water to not run out anymore. Would also recommend putting 
back up the wood fence that once stood between Marlea’s and City Hall.  Dan 
will look at the downspouts and see if he can fix them up within the next week.
City Hall and pump house need to be tuckpointed and painted.  Nate and Dan 
will see if they can put the wooden fence back on with hinges to make access 
to that area easier.  There is a crack needs sealing, by the ground.  Nate has a 



friend who thought there might be storm damage to the roof. The name of the 
company is Starr Exteriors.  Council authorized them to take a look at the roof 
with Nate present to see what condition it is in.

9. Charlie Helcl brought in a check for $900 as a donation to the Park Fund from 
collecting/recycling aluminum cans.  A donation from the Kenyon Snowdrifters 
for $1500 to the City was just received also.  Councilor Anders move to accept 
both donations.  Mayor Flaten second.  Motion passed 4:0.

10.Wood chips for playground.  Quote from Midwest Playscapes out of Savage, 
MN for 77 cu yds of Engineered Wood Fiber Safety Surfacing.  $1878.50 
includes delivery to the City.  Does not include installation in the playground 
itself. Duane Eglund said they would get a group together to help install the 
wood chips after delivery. Councilor Anders move to pay for the wood chips 
with the donations the City had just received.  Councilor Cooke second.  
Motion passed 4:0.

11. On 5-24-21, Dan and Jeff met with Goodhue County to look at the catch 
basins off of County Road 9 and 1st Ave. Court, (the intersection with the bank 
and the Clutchman's.) On the Clutchman side of the street, there is a baseball 
sized hole in front of the catch basin (storm sewer). Water appears to have 
been eroding under the street in that area. On the Bank side, the cement curb 
around the catch basin has sunk, needing to be fixed. The cement on top of 
the metal grate has been broken for a while, needing to be fixed. The County 
has proposed to do the asphalt work and the City be responsible for the ce-
ment work. There is also another small hole developing in front of the catch 
basin on County Road 9 in front of the bank (south entrance) that will be ad-
dressed, too. Dan was going to talk to Lenny Dohlman about his availability. 
The County has spray painted the areas on the street, if Council members want
to take a look. 

Citizens Issues:  Complaints from last month letters were sent out with reply’s, 
progress reports due July 1.

Clerk spoke with Chuck Bolstrom regarding this fence.  It would meet the 5% open
as it is open for about a foot on the bottom, as well as having lattice work on the 
top.  The fencing materials themselves are 6 feet in height, but being placed a foot
off the ground, they are 7 feet tall.  The posts do go higher than the 7 feet.  In the 
back along the property line, he lined it up just inside the power poles.  It does 
veer over a little bit in the back in an unfinished length, but he said he can 



straighten them out and pull them in a little bit.  He did trim the bushes, but 
according to the ariel photo, it does look like they are over grown on his side.  He 
noted his neighbors liked the fence as it kept his project vehicles out of sight.  If he
needs to apply for a building permit to keep his fence at the height it is, he would 
like to proceed with that. Council recommended that he could either take a foot 
off the top of the fence, or apply for a building permit with a variance.   

Mayors Issues: None

Utilities:

1. Update from Nate: He and Dan flushed the tower and hydrants.  He said it 
looked better than in previous years.  Nate is thinking it might be a good idea 
to flush the tower 4 times a year.  Along with the end of the line by Ann’s to 
prevent build up of sediment in that area.  He has been mowing the sewer 
ponds where needed.  Nate will mow the park area that Nordis is donating.  He
completed the last discharge for June.  Ponds will then sit until Sept 15 when 
discharges can be done again.  

2. There is a ravine in the dike by the fence that needs to be filled in. Nate was 
going to see if Big Woods Excavating can do it?    

3. Card players back in the maintenance garage?  Council felt that it would be ok 
to go ahead and play cards again whenever Charlie was ready to take that on 
again.

Mayor Flaten move to pay the bills, including the $550 to Dennis Remme for grading 
work.  Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 4:0.  

Mayor Flaten move to adjourn.  Councilor Cooke second.  Meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting:  Regular meeting is Thursday July 1st, 2021 at 7:00.  


