City of Dennison
Meeting Minutes
July 3rd, 2025

The July Dennison City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten on Thursday, July 3rd, 2025 at
7:00 pm. Present were Councilors Caleb Voight, Heidi Cooke, and Diane Ruddle, and clerk Jessica Page.

Councilor Ruddle moved to approve the Meeting Minutes from the June City Council meeting, as well as the
special meeting held on June 16", 2025. Councilor Voight second. Motion passed 4:0.

Mavyor Flaten moved to approve the Treasurer’s report. Councilor Ruddle second. Motion passed 4:0.

Goodhue County Sheriff: Deputy Dan Englund in attendance. Nothing new from the Sheriff’s Dept. No
concerns from the City.

Utilities:

1. Update from Nate: Pumps were calibrated. Hydrants have not been flushed Dan sprayed weeds at
the pond on Wednesday the 2" Dan also sprayed the streets on July 3.

2. J Hasse water quality issues. No new information.

3. Update on DO meter. No information.

Old Business/Committee Reports/Building Permits: None.

Administrative Issues:

1. The emergency warning siren. A special meeting was held on 6-16-25 and several people in
attendance voiced support to fix the siren. City clerk informed the council an anonymous person is
willing to make a donation to the city to cover the cost to fix the siren. Mayor told the council there
is money available under the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) that would cover 75%
of the projected costs. A “Pre-Application” was submitted and accepted by Homeland Security. In
order to move forward in the application process, the question was asked if this was an upgrade or
enhancement of our warning system. If the part replacement only brings the warning system to its'
original capability, it wouldn't be eligible. Before the council there are three options to consider in
order to fix/replace the current warning siren: 1). the first quote (good for 60 days) from Ancom
Communications and received on 5-16-25 is to replace the parts on our current system for
$4,639.32; 2). A budgetary quote received on 6-17-25 to fix our current system, which would be
$5,270.14, if the council wanted to wait till the end of the year to fix it; 3). To replace our current
siren with a new Federal Signal model, which would fit the criteria of an enhanced warning system
and be eligible for the HMGP. The quote for this option is $31,759.25. There would be a warranty
on the new system. This would include battery backup, 4 deep cycle batteries.

Neal Wilson was going to talk to some contacts about getting a possible civil defense siren.
Councilor Ruddle move to accept the quote from Amcon to fix the siren now and for the
anonymous donor to pay for it. Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed 4:0.



again

2. Review and consider the parcel split from Dan and Cheryl Nesseth. A public hearing was conducted
prior to the regular council meeting at 6:45 pm. There was no public input or comments. No concerns
from Council. Councilor Ruddle move to approve the land split of 6.79 acres. Councilor Cooke second.
Motion passed 4:0.

3. A proposed project was brought to the attention of the mayor and clerk the previous month
regarding the cell phone tower, located at 3700 5% Avenue Way. They would like to add an emergency
generator with a UL142 rated, 105-gallon Diesel Belly Tank, which would be integral for backup power
to the cell tower. It was asked if there are any requirements, such as Zoning, Building, etc. permitting
process? Several years ago, the council approved a Conditional Use Permit. Mayor asked the League of
Minnesota Cities questions regarding this situation. If the CUP needed to be amended, for example, we
would need to do another public hearing. Council opinion. Refer to the city attorney for an opinion,
perhaps? Need more details. Can have a catch pan to catch the fuel in case it ruptures. Can have the
tank be 150 gallons to make sure that it would catch it all. Needs to be covered in case of rain so it
doesn’t fill up with water. Special meeting on July 21 at 6:00 to review. What are plans for secondary
containment? Will request more information from project coordinators.

4. Continue discussion on the Celebration of Life event for Charles Kyllo on 4-12-25, specifically the
gun salute afterwards. Mayor previously explained there wasn't a complaint filed by anyone regarding
the event, so nothing can be done. Mayor is requesting/suggesting updating Ordinance 32 when it
comes to special events like this in the future. It was requested that due to one Council member not
being present that this be tabled until next month.

5. 6 complaints submitted to the city on 7-1-25. When it comes to inoperable vehicles, the mayor
confirmed with the sheriff's department that a motor vehicle needs a front and back license to
operate on state roads. Put a copy of the letters in with the complaint forms. Will review at the
next meeting, which is being moved to August 14t due to clerk unavailability for the 7. Councilor
Cooke said she would take responsibility for letters to herself, Mike, and Nate. Clerk will send
letters to Paul, Kevin, and Roger.

6.The mayor was informed Bob Flom won't work for the city anymore. Dan Storlie will assume the duty
of spraying the city ponds and streets. The ponds were sprayed on 7-1-25, and the city streets were
sprayed on 7-3-25. Bob didn’t agree with the decision that the city wasn’t going to pay for the gravel

that was mistakenly put on 5™ Ave by the gravel company. Dan is going to take care of spraying
next year.

7. The mayor and clerk were reviewing the water meter book recently and found several properties
weren't read/no readings last quarter. They are: 625 bar/restaurant establishment; Post Office; TL
Properties (formerly Johnny Angels); Central Valley/CFS office; Nate Sparrow — last two quarters; Kevin
Pohl - no outside reader; Donna and Michael Thompson, no reading since 11-17-24, mayor did the
reading then; Dennison Lutheran Church. Council discussed that these readings need to be done. At
the review the council would like to have him come to the meetings. Clerk sent Nate an email
explaining that they all need to be done when they are due to be read.

8. Mayor is requesting that the city hire Paul's Plumbing to replace the water meter at the Thompson
house and run a new wire to the outside reader. We need to have accurate readings. Councilor Ruddle
move to have Paul’s Plumbing put the new water meter and reader etc in the house. Mayor Flaten
second. Motion passed 4:0. Mayor Flaten will schedule the work.

9.Mayor was informed by the clerk that Opus (utility bills) has been slow to correct billing mistakes on
occasion. This has resulted in Jessica backtracking and double checking readings and billing errors,
using invaluable time. Should the city send a letter to Opus describing the situation, asking for better



service and correct the mistakes promptly? For example, it doesn’t appear that the Locker is being
billed for BOD and TSS.

Council recommends clerk address the bod tss, issues, other problems with an email to Lauren. Should
mention how Council is concerned about the issues and wants to know how they are going to address
it. Bring Councilor Cooke in if issues are not addressed.

10. Need to approve Jennifer Schutz for Auditor for 2024 financials. Councilor Cooke move to approve
Jennifer Schutz for Auditor Services. Mayor Flaten second. Motion passed 4:0.

Councilor Ruddle noted that a new State law that starts in 2025 where the threshold for an Audit was
changed. She thought it was $500,000, but not sure. She read it in the Bollig newsletter. Will try to find
more information.

11. Mayor attended the Nerstrand Fire Contract meeting on 6-24-25. Attendees were informed pay
roll costs were going up, and with more training costs due to more members. They still need to keep
updating turnout gear and other equipment. The fire chief is projecting a 4% contract increase
for next year. The mayor asked the fire chief to come to our December meeting to update the council
on the status of the Taylor Grant and the matching grant efforts.

12. Any Issues with Dennison Days? Too hot. Otherwise it went well. Didn’t hear of any issues.
13. Dan installed the AED shelf and signs. Thank you to him for doing that.

14. Photo eye for the well house light was changed. Plastic piece is old and faded, makes it hard to
see. May need to change it out.

Citizens Issues: Neal Wilson was present to talk about Clutchman Days, with a tractor pull, (different than the
antique one held during Dennison Days). The Club also wants to do an engine blow on main street by fireside.
Should be no fluids in the engine. They have the insurance for it. Pulling guys also have all the appropriate in-
surance as needed. They may talk to Joe to move it to his parcel west of main street. Councilor Ruddle move
to close the street for the Clutchman festivities on August 1-2 as needed. Councilor Voight second. Motion
passed 4:0.

Mayors Issues: None.

Councilor Ruddle move to pay the bills. Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed 4:0.

Mayor Flaten moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Cooke second. Motion was adjourned.

Next meeting: Regular meeting date changed to Thursday, August 14th at 7:00.

Work group meeting July 21st at 6 pm.



