
City of Dennison

Regular Council Meeting

July 1st, 2021

The July Dennison City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten on 
Thursday, July 1st, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  Present were Councilors Ann Anders, and Heidi 
Cooke, and Clerk Jessica Page.  Nichole Schiell and Diane Ruddle was unable to attend.

Approval of Minutes:  Councilor Anders move to accept the minutes for the June 
meeting with the correction.  Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed 3:0.  Councilor 
Anders moved to approve the treasurer’s report, Councilor Cooke second.  Motion 
passed 3:0.  

Building Permits:  Michelle Zimmerman/Marleas’s patio.  Council has asked for 
information for the last couple of meetings.  Incomplete application so no further action 
has been taken.  Clerk has requested updated map with property lines and setbacks.

Administrative Issues:

1. Kelm Haugen parcel annexation/split.   Roger and Sarah Kelm were present at 
the meeting.  The council reviewed the email from Burkhardt with his 
recommendations on the matter.  He recommends that there be no more 
construction permits, etc on the non-conforming parcel.  Kelms are 
understanding of the email from Burkhardt.  If Kelms would like to join their 
two parcels together, Council would need to look at zoning for those parcels.  If
Terry wants to continue to pursue the annexation, he would need to approach 
the City again.  No further action will be taken at this time by the City Council.

2. Karen DuCharme from SEMMCHRA has some resolutions and drug free work-
place forms that need approval, as well as the administration contract.  Coun-
cilor Anders move to accept the resolutions: Res 7-2021-1 addressing Civil 
Rights Policy, Res 7-2021-2 Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assis-
tance Plan, and the Drug Free Workplace Certification.  Councilor Cooke  sec-
ond.  Motion passed 3:0.  Councilor Anders move to approve the administra-
tion contract with SEMMCHRA.  Councilor Cooke second, motion passed 3:0.

3. Force Main Update: Carley was going to try to have the cost to weld/replace 
the liner at the ponds for the meeting, but was unable to get it.  The Contrac-
tor has to find a sub contractor to do the work.  They have been going back 



and forth between all parties and ISG.  Councilor Anders asked if the materials 
been ordered? It was not known at that time.  City would need to ask Carley.

4. Phosphorus project:  Update from Carley.   Bids were opened as of this morn-
ing at 10.   There were no bidders.  Inquiries were made, but no bids made.  
Carley will contact some of the interested parties to see the concerns and 
questions that the contractors had.  Work continues on the shed at the ponds.  
Second draw has been requested by the builder as per his quote/contract.  
Mayor was out at site, roof will be completed the afternoon of the 1st, or on 
the 2nd of July.  Nate thought it looked good.  Possibly done next week with 
building? Councilor Anders move to approve the second draw for the contrac-
tor, MillTown Construction.  Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 3:0.          

5. POS Ordinance for sewer lines. Need to pass ordinance and the resolution 
regarding what to publish.  It wasn’t posted as an Ordinance, (just as an 
amendment) so need to repost as an actual Ordinance before voting on it.  
Mayor Flaten will post it as an ordinance.  Post outside too.

6. Downspout on the corner of city hall was plugged.  Mayor Flaten unplugged it. 
There was water in the office again after a weekend rain.  Any progress on re-
roof?  Josh from Starr Exteriors was up and looked at it.  He actually did a little 
patching as there were no shingles in an area he noted that was about 10 by 
10.  City will need to work through the insurance process.  Mason Otterdahl 
looking at outside of building for sealing, have him look at inside of office also 
to see if he can figure out where water is coming in.  

7. Catch basins: Dan was going to try to talk to Lenny about when he can get 
work done and try to coordinate with Goodhue County.  Would also like to see
when he can fix curb on 3rd Ave.   It was noted that a new hole has developed 
during the last rain, so City has been looking at finding an excavator who can at
least open the area up and patch/fill right away.  An estimate from Bill Duetsch
came in today.  Councilor Anders move to have Duetsch Excavating do the re-
pairs listed on the proposal, including the east catch basin, west sinkhole, and 
3rd street curb repair.  Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 3:0.



8. Approval to add another accounting fund for the American Rescue Plan, so ex-
penditures  can be easily documented.  Council feels that the City wouldn’t 
need to do a separate fund for this money so no action taken

9. Smoke test on the 15th (16th rain date).  Post a public notice regarding it.  A no-
tice was already put in the newsletter.  Door to door leaflets?  What else to do 
before it occurs? (So people don’t panic.)  Clerk will contact the fire depart-
ment,and sheriff’s office.  8:30 am start.  Nate reported that the City has the 
needed supplies to do the smoke testing.

10.Dan will ask Bob Flom about spraying weeds in the city streets, and at the 
pond. Not sure if Dan has made contact or not.  Council requested that it not 
be done on a Friday due to garbage cans being on the streets that day.  Would 
be good to give folks a heads up too that it is going to occur.

11.Weeds on properties:  Jeff has talked with Neal Wilson, Paul Nygaard, Ron 
Mickelson for Post Office.  Also at Kelli Ludvigsons’s bar need to be addressed. 
City need to address their own property regarding this also.  Nate will take 
care of. Clerk will talk to Kelli about the weeds.  Alleyway and tidy up stuff for 
Neal.  He hasn’t done anything as of yet.  Jeff will talk to Neal ask him when he 
can get it done.  If Neal doesn’t give a date, tell him in two weeks.  Pete Lee 
trailer needs to be trimmed too.  Pete Lee was notified that the roof looked to 
be splitting.  One Council member asked if the front window was broken?  It 
was noted that folks have seen rodents come out of building at various times.

12.Dennison Days:  Main Street will need to be closed off on Saturday for various 
activities.  Lions Club has asked the City if they will assist with the cost of the 
portable toilets for the event.  Councilor Anders Ann move to authorize $400 
for portable toilets for Dennison Days. Councilor Cooke second.  Motion 
passed 3:0. Councilor Anders move to close off the street with barricades.  
Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 3:0. Pastor Paul had asked about us-
ing City Hall for a blood drive possibly.  Council noted that there would be no 
charge for the church to use for a blood drive.

13. Jeff will work on painting windows in City Hall.  There are some that are in re-
ally bad shape on the north side.  Jeff didn’t think the ones on the north side 
were paintable as the sashes are almost gone.  NW one is the worst.  Ask ad-
juster about water damage on the windows.  Don’t paint until then.  Reim-
burse for primer.  Use brown paint that Charlie got for windows, etc.



Citizens Issues:  Complaints from last month letters were sent out with reply’s, 
progress reports due July 1.  Pohl’s and Nygaard.  Paul was present.  He was going 
to week whip the weeds.  Paul contacted people about non licensed vehicles on 
his property.  Two people picked their vehicle up.  Others got licenses for the 
vehicles.   He has another load of tires to haul out.  Paul presented the city with a 
check for two hundred dollars for metal recycling from the clean-up day.

Council members noted that possums and raccoons are being seen around town.  
Continuing to work on trapping and removing them. 

Pohl’s relayed text from him.  Concerns about tires.  Is the fence starting to come 
down/lean because of stuff leaning on it?  What is the cedar project that he is 
talking about.  What is he going to change?  Council would like Kevin to give the 
City some some specifics?  Can refer him to the ordinance.

Mayors Issues: 

Utilities:

1. Update from Nate: Ponds are as low as Nate has ever seen them.  New chlorine
cylinder and regulator installed.  Old regulator was over 30 years old.  1 coon 
taken care of.  4 babies seen in town?

2. Certification:  Nate’s understanding is he has a year for it.    Dates to get for 
training, costs, etc.

Mayor Flaten move to pay the bills.  Councilor Cooke second.  Motion passed 3:0.  

Mayor Flaten move to adjourn.  Councilor Cooke second.  Meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting:  Regular meeting is Thursday August 5th, 2021 at 7:00.  


