
City of Dennison

Regular Council Meeting

January 7th, 2021

The January Dennison City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Jeff 
Flaten on Thursday, January 7th, 2021 at 7:00 pm via zoom.  Present were Mayor 
Flaten, Councilors Ann Anders, Nichole Schiell, Heidi Cooke and Diane Ruddle, and
Clerk Jessica Page.  Newly elected council members Nichole Schiell and Heidi 
Cooke had taken their Oath of Office earlier in the day with the clerk.

Approval of Minutes:  Councilor Anders noted some corrections to the December 
meeting minutes.  Councilor Ruddle move to accept the minutes as amended.  
Councilor Anders second.   Motion passed 5:0. Councilor Anders moved to 
approve the treasurer’s report, Councilor Ruddle second.  Motion passed 5:0.  
Note, this and all following votes were taken by roll call.

Building Permits: None

Administrative Issues:

1. Re-org portion of the meeting:  (Motion to accept all designations, and 
approve the resolution for the financial institution, at the end)

Designate a newspaper of general circulation as the official newspaper 
of the city.  Cannon Falls Beacon.  

Posting locations for announcements.  Dennison Depot, the public bul-
letin board, 

Select an official depository, by resolution, for city funds.  Heritage Bank

Elect an acting mayor from the councilmembers to perform the mayor’s 
duties if the mayor unable to fulfill his duties.  Ann Anders was nomi-
nated, with no other nominations.

City Attorney:  James Burkhardt
City Clerk/Treasurer: Jessica Page
Hall Custodian: Charles Helcl
Sewer/Water Operator: Nate Sparrow



Additional City Employees for water/sewer/general:  Dan Storlie
City Engineer: ISG
Fire Department: Nerstrand
Meeting date/time:  First Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm.
Councilor Ruddle move to approve all of the above.  Councilor Anders 
second.  Motion passed 5:0.

2. Force Main:  Review the pay app submitted by JJD Companies.  They are 
at a standstill for now as the pond will freeze if they are emptied now, 
and they did not know there was a liner for the pond, so that portion 
will have to be figured out.  It is also out of discharge season so the City 
can’t empty the ponds any further.  Everything has been completed up 
to the ponds.  They need to get more information on the liner so they 
know what they will need to use to replace where they install the new 
components.  There will be an increase in the cost of the project as this 
will be a significant change to deal with the liner.  Carley had been in 
communication with Anthony regarding the work he has seen onsite, 
and they have said that the work that has been done so far has been sat-
isfactory.  Councilor Ruddle move to approve the pay app $121,972.88.  
Councilor Ruddle second.  Motion passed 5:0.

3. Phosphorus project:  Meeting with Diane, Dan, and Jeff held 1-6-2021.  
The plans should be pretty well completed.  Dan followed up in HVAC 
questions and Pumper is putting together another quote as well as sepa-
rating the current quote out.  Lenny recommended the 5 inches of con-
crete vs the 4, and gave Dan the specs on the concrete and rebar that he
would recommend.  Recommended a tile line be run on the outside of 
the footings (16x16 instead of 12x12), with foam and vapor barrier un-
derneath the slab. Bulk delivery on chemicals is cheapest way to go.  No 
extra cost for delivery on the stated days as they are moving through the
area anyway.  ISG was figuring ferric chloride, so wondering why the 
change to alum.  Carley let the Council know that they had designed it 
with the ferric chloride as it is slightly more efficient and would reduce 
the amount of chemical needed to get the same results.  The group also 
recommended that an overhead door be removed and a swing entry 
door used instead.  Plans have  been sent to Interstate Building to be 
drawn up.



4. PCA meeting regarding phosphorus project and I and I issues.  Set for Fri-
day the 15th at 2pm.  Council members to get the meeting information, 
as well as Carley.

5. Fee Schedule: Sewer charges incorporated, will start this month.   Possi-
ble parking ticket charge to deter the cars left on the road during the 
snowfalls?  Or use county fees?  Goodhue County issues tickets for the 
City.  Wording would have to be reviewed in the ordinance and talk to 
Sheriff’s office to see what it would take to have them ticket vehicles 
parked on the street during a snowfall.  There were some clarifications 
that needed to be made on the fee schedule regarding the utility debt 
wording.  Councilor Anders move to approve the fee schedule with the 
changes in the wording.  Councilor Ruddle second.  Motion passed 5:0.  

6. Stub street:  There had been some questions as to whether the stub 
street was to be plowed  by the City.  When Nels Estrem had presented 
the information on the stub street intending it to be donated to the City 
years ago, it was agreed upon that the City would continue to plow that 
area until this topic had been explored further.  Nothing has been looked
in to since that meeting.  Additionally, the stub street was included in 
the map of areas to be plowed for the City when the request for bids 
went out.  To clear up any future confusion, Councilor Ruddle move to 
continue plowing the stub street.  Councilor Schiell second.  
Motionpassed 5:0.

7. Snowplowing:  Jeff and Nichole met with Dennis on Tuesday.  They      
had recommended that the individual start earlier in the day with plowing, 
make sure there is a backup plan and all equipment is working.  There was 
also a discussion on where to put the snow by Toby’s since there is such a 
build up on his lot on the corner.  

Councilor Anders noted that she had spent a lot of time on Christmas 
Eve dealing with snow issues.  She noted that folks had tried to get a 
hold of Mayor Flaten, but he wasn’t answering his phone.  She noted 
that in cases such as this, if someone is going to be a contact person for 
plowing, they need to answer their phones after a snowfall.  Council 
asked that the City version of the snowplowing contract be signed.  

8. Tobacco Ordinance comments: Ran out of time so will review at next 
month’s meeting.



9. Do we want to upgrade Zoom meetings so that we aren’t interrupted 
after 40 minutes?  Cost is $14.99 a month or $150 a year.  Councilor 
Anders move to purchase the one year subscription to the extended 
zoom meetings for $150  for the year.  Councilor Ruddle second.  Motion
passed 5:0.

10.60 month CD has matured.  Have until Jan. 10th to take out without 
penalty.  Interest rate for renewal is .75%.  Penalty for early withdrawal is
12 months worth of interest, with a minimum of $25.  Mayor Flaten 
move to cash out the CD.  Councilor Anders second.  Motion passed 5:0.

 

Citizens Issues:  

Toby Kayser presented to council the idea of setting up an ice rink in the 
City Park.  Some volunteers, including Nate, the City water operator, would be 
willing to volunteer to make a skating rink in the park.  There were some 
questions regarding liability, clerk will email LMCIT to ask.  Councilor Anders move 
that after an insurance review, that it be approved for the volunteers to put in an 
ice rink in the City Park.  Councilor Schiell second.  Motion passed 5:0.

Mayors Issues: 

Utilities:

1. Update from Nate:  Two discharges and two transfers were completed in
December to  finish up the discharge season and get it ready for the 
force main work.  Influent samples done.  Bar screen being cleaned 
twice as much due to all the towels coming through.  Quarterly drinking 
water samples to be done in Jan. 

Mayor Flaten move to pay the bills.  Councilor Ruddle second.  Motion passed 5:0.

Councilor Schiell move to adjourn.  Councilor Cooke second. 

Next meeting:  Regular meeting is Thursday February 4, 2021 at 7:00.  


