
City of Dennison

Regular Council Meeting

February 4th, 2021

The February Dennison City Council meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor 
Ann Anders on Thursday, February 4th, 2021 at 7:00 pm via zoom.  Present were 
Councilors Ann Anders, Councilor Schiell Schiell, Heidi Cooke and Councilor Ruddle
Ruddle, and Clerk Jessica Page.  Mayor Flaten was having connection/audio issues.
Dan Storlie and Nate Sparrow were present at City Hall.

Approval of Minutes:  Councilor Ruddle noted some corrections to the January 
meeting minutes.  The chemical used in the phosphorus system was noted as 
ferric sulfate, and should be corrected to ferric chloride.  Councilor Schiell move to
accept the minutes as amended.  Councilor Cooke second.   Motion passed 4:0. 
Councilor Ruddle moved to approve the treasurer’s report, Councilor Cooke 
second.  Motion passed 4:0.  Note, this and all following votes were taken by roll 
call.

Building Permits: None

Administrative Issues:

1. Force Main:  They need info on the liner for the ponds.  It appears that 
we have exhausted the resources that are available to the City, and will 
need to have a sample taken of the liner to determine what is needed to
repair the liner when the project is completed.   Estimated cost would be
about $1000 to obtain a sample, plus the cost to determine what mate-
rial.  Carley noted that it might be more as this was a very broad esti-
mate of the cost.

Councilor Ruddle move to take a sample.  Councilor Schiell 2nd 4:0 no Jeff
Carley noted it is normally heat sealed liner.  She will contact the con-
tractor to get a sample done as soon as possible.

City was informed that the fence was taken down in an area where the 
force main was being worked on right by the lift station.  This was not 
addressed previously in any of the planning, and the fence needs to be 
fixed.  Carley thinking they need to still have access to it.  Ask owner if 
we can put something up temporary and then have them fix it in the 
spring.  City will need to let Carley know what they need to do.



2. Phosphorus project:  Meeting with MPCA was held on the 15th.  City has 
agreed to some due dates for various parts of the plan to deal with not 
meeting the dates previously set for the phosphorus shed. Council needs
to review the Schedule of Compliance that was written up by the MPCA 
after the meeting and approve.  Councilor Schiell move to approve the 
Schedule of Compliance.  Councilor Annders second.  Motion passed 4:0.

Do we want to pay on any additional ISG invoices for this?  Oldest are 
from 7-31-2019 @ $1750.00, 9-30-2019 @ $2052.87, and 11-30-2019 @ 
$1238.13.  Remaining invoices are for 2020, and 2021
Councilor Anders move to pay the 2019 invoices Councilor Schiell sec-
ond.  Motion passed 4:0.

There will likely be a funding gap for the phosphorus system, Mayor has 
relayed information to the council about using Minnesota Rural Water 
and a micro-loan. If the council wants to know more, the Mayor said he 
could ask the director to meet with Council.  This can be looked at during
work session.  
Several questions had come up regarding the needs for the phosphorus 
building.  What type of eye wash station? Portable gravity fed? Yes, that 
is what the City will need to go with.  It needs to be 300 gallons for 
alum/ferric chemicals.
Might need a slightly bigger tank for the chemical.  Go with one tank in-
stead of two.  One six hundred gallon tank makes the most sense.
Carley has everything else that she needs for their plans.  
ISG will do the HVAC
Would like to know why the electric or lp?  
Councilor Anders move to have ISG go ahead with bidding.  Councilor 
Cooke second.  Motion passed 4:0.

3. I and I issues:  Mayor spoke with Bill Dunn about the advantages/disad-
vantages of continuing with PPL and getting on the IUP for 2022. Going 
to get more feedback from him before the meeting. Emailed Carley 
about the costs to get on the IUP. Next deadline for that is March 5th, so 
the council needs to decide if it wants to move forward. One advantage 
of the PPL, is that we could do the work in phases. Mayor Flaten would 
recommend using our sewer savings to pay for engineering costs to get 
on the IUP for 2022. 



The City does not have any smoke test information.  A smoke test would 
need to go into the plan.  Mayor Flaten, who arrived at City Hall, said the
easiest way to get the money would be to sell bonds.  It is not known 
what the costs would be.  Can discuss more at a work session.
Mayor Flaten will put together a document of the pro and cons and 
costs, etc.

4. Tobacco Ordinance comments or questions?  Will vote next month.  
Councilor Ruddle will come up with a clean version.

5. Snow plowing  Jan 15th had heavy wet snow and it was a little late in 
getting plowed.  Suggestions to have the contractor try to plow in a little 
more on the roads to make them wider, as well as encourage them to 
start earlier.  

6. Approval for check signers.  Jeff/Ann/Councilor Ruddle/Councilor 
Schiell/Heidi/Jess

Councilor Ruddle move that all the above listed people are approved as 
signers.  Councilor Schiell second.  Motion passed 5:0

Citizens Issues:  Ice rink is ready to go.

Mayors Issues: None

Utilities:   Nate reported there is plenty of pond storage.  He also noted that there
is too much stuff going through the bar screen.  Towels, rope, rags, etc

Need to put something in the newsletter not to flush stuff down the toilet.  Could 
cost them as a homeowner.  Might need to mention to businesses.

Councilor Cooke move to pay the bills.  Councilor Schiell second.  Motion passed 
5:0.  

Councilor Ruddle move to adjourn.  Councilor Cooke second.  Meeting was 
adjourned.

Next meeting:  Regular meeting is Thursday March 4, 2021 at 7:00.  


